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Health Equity Policy Agenda National, State, 
and Local Goals to Improve Population Health

Secondary Drivers of  Health in 
Mississippi and U.S.

Primary Drivers of Health 
in Mississippi and U.S.

Food Insecurity Food Deserts and Food Swamps
SNAP, Gardening and

Farmers’ Markets, School Lunches

Safe Places to Live, Financial Instability, 
Home Ownership

Violence, Stress, Gangs, Police & 
Law Enforcement

Walkability, Desirable Places to Exercise 
That Are Accessible and Safe

The Great Migration, Reverse Migration
Gambling, The Mississippi Lottery

Black-Owned Businesses, Job Training, 
Bank Deserts, Payday Lending, Auditing

Charter Schools, Desegregation in 
Cleveland

Quitman County Experiment, The 
Mississippi Adequate Education Program

Common Core, Third Grade Gate
Teacher Shortages, Certification, Teacher 

Salaries, Teach for America
Emotional Support, School-Based Health 
Centers, Universal Preschool, Corporal 

Punishment, Sex Education, Higher 
Education

Health Facility Closures, Transportation
Uninsured, Underinsured, Sacrifices and 

Trade-Offs, Affordable Care Act
Equipment and Facilities, Care

Coordination
Hours, An Emergency-Based Culture, 

Patient Experience
Structural Racism in Health Care, 

Demographic Characteristics of the Health 
Care Team 

Nutrition Literacy and Contrasts in the 
Meaning of Food
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Goal #1: Remove Structural Barriers That Perpetuate 
Food Insecurity

The Food Equity Policy Agenda:

The Neighborhood Equity Policy Agenda:

The Job (Economic) Equity Policy Agenda:

The Education Equity Policy Agenda:

The Health Care Policy Agenda:

Goal #2: Make Healthy Foods More Affordable
Goal #3: Expand Educational Efforts to Increase Knowledge 
about the Importance of Eating Well and How to Eat Well

Goal #3: Remove Structural Barriers to Physical Activity
Goal #2: Increase Neighborhood Safety

Goal #1: Ensure That Housing Is Safe, Affordable, and 
Available to All

Goal #2: Increase and Balance Funding across Districts
Goal #3: Improve Standardized Assessments and Their
Implementation and De-emphasize the Importance of 
Standardized Testing
Goal #4: Increase Resources Directed toward Recruiting 
and Retaining Teachers
Goal #5: Address students’ Social, Emotional, and Academic 
Needs at Every Step of the Educational Experience

Goal #1: Eliminate Racial Segregation in Schools

Goal #1: Expand Geopgraphic Access to Health 
Professionals and Hospitals
Goal #2: Make Health Care Services Affordable for All
Goal #3: Improve the Quality of Care so That the Best and 
Most Cost-Efficient Services Are Available and Include 
Well-Coordinated and Risk Appropriate Care

Goal #5: Provide Care That Is Accepting and Responsive to 
Cultural Differences

Goal #4: Accommodate the Preferences and Needs of 
Patients

Goal #1: Create and Retain Good Jobs That Are Accessible 
to All
Goal #2: Protect and Support People so They Can Become 
Financially Secure
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